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GENERAL COMMITTEE:-

DOROTHY DONLEY 9276 3696 CATHY LOFDAHL 9305 1303
PHILLIP HALTUN 0411036862 . JOHN McEWAN 9457 6983
AVIS Macauley 92771406 MICHAEL PITCHER 9377 6920
SAM SAVAGE 9592 7265

DISCLAIMER.

Thoughts expressed in articles in WAVELENGTH are those of the
writers/contributors and not necessarily those of the Association.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The next Meeting is the Annual General Meeting and it will be held on Thursday, 30
June, 2016, at the Returned & Services League Club, Wharf Street, Cannington,
commencing at 11.00 a.m. A light luncheon will follow the meeting and we would
like to see as many members as possible to attend.
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Presidents Report

SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL OUR MEMBERS|

Please note that on Thursday 30th June. 2016 we will be holding our Annual General Meeting at
the Cannington R. 8. & L. Wharf Street Cannington, commencing at 11-00 a.m. This A.G.M.
will be the most important A.G.M. for many years as both our Secretary/ Treasurer and our Vice-
President along with myself will be stepping down.

Our Secretary/Treasurer, Brian Macauley has not enjoyed the best of health for some years now
but has continued to soldier on, but now he has reached the stage where he needs a brake. Our
Vice-President Doug has other challenges which he would like to achieve. As for myself, I have
been President for 23 years and I reckon that it is time to step down as it time to look after Cathy
for awhile.

Now the situation is that we have at least four Members, who will need to step forward, or we
will fold as an Association, which we would not like to see, but Brian, Doug and I are stepping
down and will not change our minds. The task does not require much of your time, just a few
‘hours a month. SRy

We will help our replacements out where we can, and then we can step back. We will also need a
Newsletter Editor.

Please do not let our Association fold. We must have the Members who can help us, don’t leave
it until it is too late.

A.N.Z.A.C. Day Arrangements

First the March, this year the Signals contingent will form up at the corner of Barrack Street and
St. Georges Terrace in the Army Section “E “. Please note that this year’s March will commence
at 09-00 a.m. I have taken the liberty of copying the route of the March for you.

Now the Annual AN.Z.A.C. Dav Reunion.

This will once again be held at Irwin Barracks, commencing after the March. As in the past
three years you will Need A Visitor’s Pass. Remember NO Pass NO Entrance. All you have to
do is to contact myself or Cathy on 9305 — 1303 No later than 1900 hrs (07-00pm) on
Wednesday 20™ April, 2016. Don’t forget Family and Friends are most welcome to join us at
the March and Reunion.  Of course we will be holding our annual Monster Raffle with some
outstanding prizes, so come along and have some fun and enjoyment, lunch will be available,
and I look forward to seeing you on the day.



Honorary Life Membership.

I am very pleased to announce that our Honorary Colonel for the central region (W.A. and S.A.)
Colonel Michael Brennan has been awarded an Honorary Life Membership to the Royal
Australian Signals Association. Michael we are sure was born with a Morse key in his hand.
Since Michael was appointed to the position of Honorary Colonel, he has been a staunch
supporter of the W. A. and S.A. Branches as well as the Signals Units. We have always found
him to be available to discuss and advise on any matters.

Michael is a very worthy recipient and besides his wife (Irene) and family there is one of
nature’s gentleman who lives in Beaumaris, Victoria who will also be pleased with Michael’s
award.

KOKODA LINESMEN.

Once again our Major Graham Donley. RDF (Ret).has had another Signals book produced, this
time it is the story of some of the Australian Corps Of Signals Units in the south west pacific
area during World War 2, 1939 to 1945.The book is taken from the draft prepared by L/Cpl Cecil
Jeffery Sainsbury, Sgt. Guy Bowra Senior and other Signallers.

It is an easy and enjoyable book to read and fills a gap in our Corps proud history and is a lesson
for our current Members of our Corps. If you have a story about our proud Corps have it printed
now, don’t wait until we are all passed over, like we are still waiting for volume 3 of our Signals
Corps history and the corrections to volume 1. It would appear that the powers that be have
their own agenda and that does not include acknowledging our Corps proud history for all past
and present Signallers to learn from.

This interesting book is available at the very affordable cost of $25-00 plus postage, but if you
are attending our ANZAC Day Reunion you can purchase a copy and we won’t charge you for
postage, but this offer is for ANZAC Day only.

SICK PARADE.

I am sorry to report that our past Secretary W.0.2 Bert (the blow fly) has not been in the best of
health lately, but is starting to make a recovery now and there is no truth in the rumour that he is
chasing all the female nurses that attend to his needs. We all wish Bert a speedy recovery and a
thank you to his lovely wife Lois who is doing a great job looking after Bert.

Our current Secretary/Treasurer Brian Macauley also a W.0.2. is not in the best of health also
and although he, like Bert have been suffering from ill health for some time now, he has
managed to keep on top of all the Association paper warfare. We would also like to thank
Brian’s wife Avis for doing such a great nursing job.

Should there be anyone else who is not feeling the best, we send our best wishes to you and hope
that you are up and about very soon.



Well that is about all the news for now, but please don’t forget to make sure that you contact
Cathy or myself to make sure that your name and whoever else that you are bringing to 109
Signal Squadron at Irwin Barracks on ANZAC Day is on our list before we send it to 109.

Cathy and T would like to enjoy the reunion and not be standing at the main gate checking names
off.

Also please remember that all the money raised from the Raffles goes to cover the cost of
running the Association for the next twelve months. See you on ANZAC Day,

Kindest regards
Peter.

CAN YOU HELP? NEWS [IEER

KOKODA LINESMEN i
WWII HISTORY: Kokoda Linesmen — the
stories of some of the Australian Corps of
Signals Units in the South West Pacific
Area during World War ll, 19391945, is
now available, The manuscript was edited

by Major Graham Donley, RD, (Ret'd}and , .=
produced by the Royal Australian Signals ~ *
Assoclation (WA). Cec Sainsbury’s draft
was prepared with the assistance of a
number of former World War Il Signals
persornel and tells of their service from
initial enfistment, training in Melville Camp
and on to Albany, Darwin, Rottnest,
Garden Island and the South West Pacific
areas of Papua New Guinea and Bormeo,
During this service, the men were
instrumental in helping to erect and
maintain the fines over the rugged Owen

@ thewest.coms. it

Stanley Range. Cost: $25 (plus postage
$10). 100 pages. Contact: Les Emery, Post
Office Box 1003, Booragoon, WA, 6954,
Tel. 0407 190 860, Email:

# see@bigpond.com.

Linesman: In 1994, the late Cecll

Salnsbury (pictured hereas a
young Lance-Cpl in World War If)
presented a draft manuscript to
the Royal Australlan Signals
Assocliation (WA). It was
forwarded to the Corps musetm
and later used to prepare a big
display board of the line work in
the South West Pacific area. In
2015 the manuscript was again

to the assoclation
resulting In a book, Kokoda
Linesmen. See main column for
detalls.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

I wish to draw your attention to that the Annual General Meeting of this Association
which, will be held on Thursday, 30th June, 2016 at the Cannington/Victoria Park R.
& S. L. Wharf Street, Cannington, commencing at 11.00 a.m. Your Committee
would like to see as many of our members as possible in attendance to show your
support for the work undertaken by your volunteer Committee Members. Your can
be assured that your presence will be appreciated along with any suggestions you may
wish to put forward to enhance our Association. We look forward to seeing you at
the meeting.

A hot lunch will be available follow the meeting at $5.00 per head.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 30" JUNE, 2016.
AGENDA.
The Agenda of the AGM shall be:-
1. Confirm the minutes of the previous A.G.M.

2. The presentation and acceptance of the audited financial statement of the
Association.

3. The presentation and acceptance of the President’s Report.
4. Confirm the minutes of the pfé?ious General Meeting.

5. Correspondence and General Business.

6. Verifications of Subscriptions.

7. Election of Committee.

COMMITTEE.

The Committee of the Association shall consist of . . ..
President

Vice President

Immediate Past President

Honorary Secretary

Honorary Treasuret

Honorary Editor and a minimum of six other members,

+
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~ ANZAC DAY PROVISIONAL ORDER OF MARCH ~

25

MONDAY, 25 APRIL 2016
1 Defence Reps (RAN, Army, RAAF) Bannars - Escorled by Westralian Great War Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships Assoc
Mounted Police Living History Assoc Tingira Association ! o
DEFENCE FORCES CONTINGENT lﬁagfa‘%;g;r:g i WRANS-RAN Women's Assocatian WA
Royal iy 2 Jeeps D TheR JAA: Ml:( stc TBNOf WA B.
Royal Australian Navy ; e Royal Agricultural Socisty rass
Australfan Army Band Perth 3 Veteran Carying Cars Band
Austraiian Army NAVAL SECTION Bth Aust Division Gavalry Regiment Assoc
Trinity College Pipes and Grums and Coastal B Perth Fortress Salvation Army Band {Wa)
Scottish Pipe Band Naval Assoc of Aust (WA) Section State Royal Australian Armoured Corps Assoc (WA
Royal Austraiian Air Force Executive Branch) _
Republic of Singapore Airforce Maval Assoc {CHy of Perth Sub-Section) st Armoured Rggwneni Assog
Floreat Park Salvation Army Band Fleet Air Arm Assoc of Aust WA Division 3rd Cavalry Regiment Assac
Australian Navy Cadets HMAS Perth National Assoc Royal Austratian Armoured Corps Vietnam
Australian Army Cadsts HMAS Brishane Assoc Veterans Assoc
7 Wing Air Farce Cadet Drum Corps HMAS Hobar! Assoc Royal Australian Arj.lllery Assac of WA
7 Wing Austratian Air Force Cadets Scoteh Coliege Pipe Band Churchiands Senior High School Band 1
WA Police Pipe Band HMAS Sydney Assoc 1 Fge;d Battery Assoc
WA Police RAN WWIl Heavy Cruisars (HMAS Canberra s Pt Ao
i Rangers Assoc, HMAS Austeatia Assoc, HMAS Shropshire A . .
WA Fira & Emergency Services Concert Assoc) e . ﬂgtt ;ﬁeii :egment Artillery Assoc
Band o L i 50
Desartmant of Fire & Emergency Services iﬁg]g:?s’;?:m:g";:mmh Assae 2/31d Aust Compasite AA Regimant Assoc
Fire & Emergency Services Cadet Corps Ti SUOYErS /1330C ) RAE Ex-Servicemen's Assoc (Engineer Units)
tibal Class Destroyers Assoc Royal Australian Survey Corps Assoc
EX-SERVICE CONTINGENT (HMAS Arunta. HMAS Warramunga, HMAS E Churchlands Senior High Schooi Band 2
A Town OFf Victoria Park Brass Band Bataan) ~MaRoyal Australian Signals Assoc
Stete Presidents' of RSL, Maval Assoc, RAAF C Parth Metro Pipe Band 2111th AIF Battalion Assog
Assoc, & Perth Legacy of WA RAN Clearance Divers Assoc 2/16th AIF Battation Assoc
10 x Australian Mational Flags Far East Strategic Reserve (Navy) Assoc 2/26th AIF Battalion Assoc
10 x New Zealand National Flags Vietnam Logistics Suppatt Veterans Assoc {incl 51 ACU Swan Regiment Drums & Pipes
WW1 Banners & Victoria Cross Recipient HMAS Sydney II) 2/28th Battafion & 24th Anti Tank Coy Assoc
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BOOK "KOKODA LINESMEN"

In 1994, the late Cec Sainsbury presented a draft manuscript to the Royal Australian Signals
Association W A (Inc) which was forwarded to the Corps Museum. It had been prepared
with the assistance of a number of former World War 2 Signals personnel and spoke of their
service from initial enlistment, training in Melville Camp and on to Albany, Darwin, Rottnest,
Garden Island and the South West Pacific Areas of Papua New Guinea and Borneo. During
this service they were instrumenta! in helping to erect and maintain the lines over the rugged
Owen Stanley Range. This manuscript was used by the Corps Museum to prepare a Iarge

dlSp|ay board of the line work carried out
in the South West Pacific Area during
World War 2.

In 2015, this draft manuscript was again
brought to the Association, this time by
Guy Bowra Junior who had located it
among his late father’s effects — Guy
Senior was a member of the Association
and one of the former World War 2
Signalmen who had worked on the
original draft.

From this draft manuscript, a book has
been produced in a dedication to these
past Signalmen and the work that they .-
did in their service to Australia. It is
available for purchase from the
Association at the cost of $25.00 plus
postage $10.00.

As well as the military aspects, it takes us
back to when Melville was “way out in the
sticks and just black sand and flies”:
Balcombe in Victoria, Rettnest Island and
Garden Island among others get the
same treatment. It is a good read as well
as a history lesson and a walk in the
past.

Orders for this book ¢can be made to Les

ot

KOKODA LINESMEN

THE STOR'ES OF SOME OF THE AUSTRALIAN CORFPS OF SIGNALS
UKITS IN THE SQUTH \WWESYT PACIFIC AREA DURING WORLD WAR 2,

Emery, an Association member who worked on the production of the book and is handling
the sales on behalf of the Association. Les can be contacted on 0407190860 or at

Isee@hbigpond.com







While: Ime was gomg ahead
: L.‘S ,_as bem canducred from tfhe .




/!

2, pa.ECh r;ders,:
tru led alone







mkcn cabi,e acfoss In spn;e' &
imilar troubics the T

: ‘-w1th three subscn_
. .zoofed building in which the operators

" handled forty-four trunk lines and 174
Tocal. lmes# On the Morse chiannels, both

& leading {mm ngo thmu,gh [
: ite new. and hazardous courg-







‘,_'_gﬁals' moved to New Gum
' 1943 ta play_a mtal p - i

AT iilness ;ha,had contracted. He aver
Vil:s__strength and dlcd of scrub typh

" info existence. “B" Aust. C-orpa Stgnals
‘-if'servcd the H.Q. of thxs formauon at its _‘
varwus 10catxons )




gt

Ei s o o S




